
 
tions prior to 
crossing; cross on 
the green light or 
Walk signal only. A 
crosswalk is NOT a 
guaranteed safe 
zone – you still 
have to be atten-
tive; 

 
If a sidewalk is not 
available, walk on 
the left side of the 
roadway facing on-
coming traffic and 
observe. Please be 
careful and have a 
safe summer. 
 
Captain Gary M. 
Stramaglia 

As the warmer 
weather ap-
proaches, outdoor 
activities begin to 
increase. 
 
Pedestrians, bicy-
clists and children 
playing come to 
mind. Several tips 
are offered for safe 
walking and cross-
ing habits: 
 
Cross at intersec-
tions and not from 
between parked 
cars; 
 
Don’t assume that 
a motorist has seen 

you because you 
see them.; 
 
Inclement weather 
effects visibility and 
stopping distance. 
Use due caution for 
safety; 
 

Wear light-colored 
or reflective cloth-
ing at night; 
 
Obey traffic signals 
and walk in the 
crosswalk where 
provided. Cross at 
right angles if cross-
walks are not pro-
vided; stop and 
look in all direc- 

Raritan Cares for our Environment 
The Raritan Bor-
ough Environmental 
Commission (RBEC) 
was re-activated in 
2007 after being 
inactive for 15 years. 
The RBEC meets 
the 1st Wednesday 
of every month at 
7pm in the municipal 
building. Check the 
Borough website 
calendar for dates. 
We encourage the 
citizens of Raritan to 
attend. 

The RBEC hopes to 
mitigate noise, air 

and water pollution 
and implement en-
ergy efficient prac-
tices, such as a “Go 
Green” initiative for 
the municipal build-
ing.  
 
The Environmental 
Commission is ex-
ploring the possibil-
ity of starting an 
adopt-a-tree pro-
gram. New trees will 
beautify the town 
and purify the air. 

Announcing the 2nd 
annual Raritan Bor-

ough Environmental 
Commission Beauti-
ful & Bountiful Gar-
den Contest. Judging 
for flowers begins 
mid-June; judging for 
vegetables begins 
mid-August. Prizes 
will be awarded in 
early September. 
 
To voice ideas and 
concerns or to get 
involved contact 
Jerry Kovac at 
908.722.5449 or 
Patty Fox at 
908.575.7833. 

Special points of 
interest: 

 

If you are interested 

in joining the Raritan 

Garden Club, con-

tact Pam Lester at 

908.231.0531.  This 

club will let you share 

your love of garden-

ing with other people 

in your community. 

In January, the Bor-

ough Council ac-

cepted Chief Michael 

Sniscak's intent to 

retire.  Although 

Chief Sniscak's last 

physical day in office 

was January 31, 2008, 

he officially remains 

as Chief of Police 

until June 30, 2008.  

Chief Sniscak is no 

longer involved in the 

daily police opera-

tions. In the coming 

months, the Mayor 

and Council will be 

selecting a new 
Chief of Police. In 

the interim, Captain 

Gary Stramaglia will 

serve as Officer-in-

Charge of the Police 

Department. 

All that you read 

here, and much 

more, is on the 
Web. Visit us at 

raritanboro.org. 
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As of January 17, 2006, our 
Code (IRC) defines a swim-
ming pool as “any structure 
intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that 
contains water over 24 
inches or more in depth. 
This includes in-ground, 
above-ground, and on-
ground swimming pools, hot 
tubs, and spas.”  
 
In the past, only pools with a 
surface area of 250 square 

feet and greater than 24 
inches in depth were regu-
lated. Now all pools–
regardless of their size – are 
regulated. This definition 
includes the commonly used 
blow-up pool that is more 
than 24 inches in depth. 
 
If you intend to put up a 
pool of the above descrip-
tion, even a pop-up type 
pool, you are required to 
file for a Zoning Application 

along with forms for a Con-
struction Permit (Building 
Electric & Plumbing). 
  
The pool will be required to 
have a barrier around it that 
meets the requirements of 
the 2006 International Resi-
dential Code of New Jersey 
Edition.  
 
Let’s keep our kids safe for 
the summer! 

You may contact the New 
Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection's 24/7 hot-
line to document noise or 
odor complaints at 
877.927.6337. Complaints 
should also be documented 
with NJ Transit's Customer 
Service hotline: 800.772.2222, 
option 4. 

Another issue of concern is 
the noise generated from NJ 

The Mayor and Council are 
aware of air pollution emission 
and noise problems at the NJ 
Transit train yard off Johnson 
Drive.  

The concern is that soot and 
other air pollutants generated 
by the running train engines 
can potentially cause respira-
tory problems in our young 
children and in our elderly.  

Transit trains. You may call the 
FRA and lodge a noise com-
plaint at 800.724.5991. 
 
If you have any other con-
cerns, please feel free to con-
tact the Mayor and Council. By 
working together, we will be 
able to protect and improve 
the health and quality of life 
for all of our residents. 

Pollution Concern 

Smoke Detector & Carbon Monoxide Alarm Compliance 
N.J.A.C 5: 70-4.19, from the ap-
propriate enforcing agency. 
 
Therefore, whenever a Tenant 
leaves any type of dwelling, 
whether a private home or a mul-
tifamily unit, a CSDCMAC must 
be obtained from the Raritan 
Bureau of Fire Prevention prior to 
the new tenants moving into the 
dwelling.  

It is also unlawful to sell a home 
without the CSDCMAC.  Please 
know that the penalty for not 
obtaining the CSDCMAC is not to 
exceed five-hundred ($500.00) 
dollars. 
 
Landlords are reminded to com-
ply. We have received numerous 
complaints and will enforce the 
Law. 

Per the N.J. Uniform Fire Code, 
Certificate of smoke detector and 
carbon monoxide alarm compli-
ance (a) Before any Use Group R-
3 or R-4 structure is sold, leased, 
or otherwise made subject to a 
change of occupancy for residen-
tial purposes, the owner shall 
obtain a certificate of smoke de-
tector and carbon monoxide 
alarm compliance CSDCMAC, 
evidencing compliance with 

Pool Safety 
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Attention 

Landlords! 

 

Whenever a Tenant 

leaves a dwelling, a 

CSDCMAC must be 

obtained from the 

Bureau of Fire 

Prevention. 

Pollution problems 

at the NJ Transit 

train yard? 

Let’s keep our 

kids safe this 

Summer! 



Our office makes every at-
tempt to keep up with the 
recent changes regarding the 
tax relief programs from 
Trenton. At this time we 
have little direction regarding 
the various programs for the 
year 2008. We will keep you 
posted.  
 
Please contact my office if 
you think you may be entitled 
to a local tax deduction due 
to age, income or military 
status and you don’t cur-

rently receive one. If you 
believe you are currently 
receiving a local deduction, 
please verify on your tax bill 
that the deduction has been 
taken.  
 
Please remember that if you 
turn over ownership of your 
property but have the right 
to continue living there that 
the words “Life Estate” must 
be included in the deed in 
order for you continue re-
ceiving most tax relief pro-

grams. Please check with 
your attorney. 
 
Check the new tax bill that’s 
mailed out on or about July 
1st for information on the 
front regarding 3rd Quarter 
grace period. Raritan Bor-
ough observes a 10 day grace 
period but the 3rd Quarter 
may be longer depending on 
when the bills are mailed. 

 
Carolyn Gara, CTC/CFO 

lesterol, diabetes and anemia 
for $20.00 for residents of 
Somerville, Raritan and Man-
ville ($25.00 for non-
residents). The PSA blood test 
for men is an additional $15.00 
for everyone. FREE services 
include: blood pressure; take-
home colon-rectal health kits; 
diabetes risk assessment; body 
stress screening; hearing test; 
vision; percent body fat analy-

The Somerville-Raritan-
Manville Health Department, 
in collaboration with Somerset 
Medical Center, will sponsor 
an Adult Health Screening on 
Saturday, June 14 from 8:30am 
- 12:00Noon at Raritan Bor-
ough Hall (22 First Street)). 

Participation is by appoint-
ment only. 

The Adult Health Screening 
will offer a blood test for cho-

sis and BMI (body mass index) 
calculation; chair massage. The 
blood test requires that all 
participants do not eat or 
drink anything, except essential 
medications, for 12 hours 
prior to their appointment. 
 
For more information, or an 
appointment, call the Health 
Department at 908.725.2300, 
Ext. 1982. 

Adult Health Screening 

Municipal Building Gains a Defibrillator 
Early defibrillation is often 
called the critical link in the 
chain of survival, because it's 
the only way to successfully 
treat most sudden cardiac ar-
rests. When cardiac arrest oc-
curs, the heart starts to beat 
chaotically (fibrillation) and 
can't pump blood efficiently. 
Time is critical. If a normal 
heart rhythm isn't restored in 
minutes, the person will die. In 

fact, for every minute without 
defibrillation, the odds of sur-
vival drop 7-10 percent. A sud-
den cardiac arrest victim who 
isn't defibrillated within 8-10 
minutes has virtually no chance 
of survival. 
 

The defibrillator is located in 

the main lobby of the Municipal 

Building, in a wall cabinet adja-

cent to the fire extinguisher. 

The Mayor and Council are 
pleased to announce the instal-
lation of an Automated Exter-
nal Defibrillator, to be used in 
the event of a medical emer-
gency at the Municipal Building.  
 
The defibrillator can treat the 
most common type of heart 
rhythm irregularity associated 
with sudden cardiac arrest, as 
explained by the Red Cross:  

Tax Collector’s Office is Here to Help 
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Our new 

defibrillator is 

located in the 

main lobby. In 

case of medical 

emergency, it 

may be accessed 

by any Citizen. 

Meet Your 

Neighbor Day is 

9/14 (12-4pm); 

rain date 9/21. 

Visit your Raritan 
Public Library. 



 
and Bridgewater to share as 
many services as we can so 
that we can keep our taxes 
as low as possible.  
 
Please remember to check 
with our Building Depart-
ment concerning any re-
strictions and/or concerns 
about above the ground 
swimming pools.  
 
Have a safe and enjoyable 
summer season.  
 
Please enjoy our parks and 
the beautiful new trail along  

 
Dear friends, 
  
We are proud once again to 
present our latest edition of 
our community newsletter.  
 
Many interesting things have 
been happening at Borough 
Hall. The interior has been 
freshly painted and new 
handicapped accesses have 
been added to our doors at 
the top of the ramp.  
 
We continue to work 
closely with our neighboring 
communities of Somerville 

 
the river between the 
Nevius Street Bridge and 
the new truss bridge to the 
east of the Basilone Statue.   
 
As always my office door is 
open to one and all. I can be 
reached at 908-231-1300 
ex.17 or at jliptak@raritan-
nj.org. 
  
With my best wishes, 

 

Jo-Ann Liptak 

Mayor’s Corner 

 
Borough of Raritan, NJ 

Municipal Building 

22 First Street 

Raritan, NJ  08869-1809 

 

Phone: 908-231-1300 

Fax: 908-231-0810 

We’re on the web! 
 

www.raritanboro.org 
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