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BOROUGH OF RARITAN

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
February 15, 2024

MINUTES

Open Public Meetings Statement:

In accordance with Section 5 of the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, Public Law 1975, be advised
that adequate notice of this Meeting of the Environmental Commission of the Borough of Raritan,
County of Somerset was made by posting on the Raritan Borough website indicating that this Meeting
would take place at the Raritan Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m. on February 15%, 2024. In addition, a
copy of this notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the Office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Roll Call

e In attendance: Juan Alvarez; Olga Metaxas; Emilie Stander; Tony Sacino; Christopher Gussman;
Heath Hofmeister; Ryan Bellinger

e Not in attendance: Michael DeCicco; Adam Armahizer, Council Liaison; Denise Carra, Planning
Board Liaison

Flag Salute

Approval of Minutes from January 18
Mr. Gussman made a motion to approve the minutes, and Mr. Bellinger seconded. The minutes were
approved with no revisions.

Report from Borough Council
The EC’s Borough Council liaison was not present.

Report from Planning Board
The EC’s Planning Board liaison was not present.

Public Comment
There were no members of the community present.

Discussion Items
e (Clean Communities event planning for Sat, April 27
o How to better market the event this time?
=  Market it as an Earth Day and Arbor Day event
= Reach out to local businesses to sponsor the event and donate some swag. Mr.
Bellinger will reach out to Valley Wellness.
= Ms. Metaxas met the Somerset County recycling coordinator, Melissa Harvey, who
said that the county purchases composters and possibly rain barrels that they
provide to county municipalities at cost or even free. We could obtain a composter
and hold a raffle to give it away. Ms. Stander will reach out to her.
= Mr. Bellinger suggested reaching out to the Recreation Committee about holding a
small carnival at the canal park at the same time.
= Mr. Alvarez and Ms. Stander will work on putting together a flyer.



= The group voted to designate Sat, May 4 as a rain date. We will run that date past
Borough Council to make sure there are no other borough events occurring that
day.
o Coordination with DPW and ANJEC to use funds for installing hydration stations
= Ms. Stander reached out to the Clean Communities Coordinator at Somerset
County (Melissa Harvey) to find out the rules for this.
e The Clean Communities funds can be used to upgrade existing drinking
water fountains to bottle refilling stations. The program has not provided a
list of preferred or recommended vendors from the county. We will need
to follow government procurement rules.
e lLocations with existing drinking fountains include Frelinghuysen Park,
maybe the Basilone pool area, and maybe the field house at Washington
School Park. Mr. Alvarez will reach out to DPW with these possible
locations and will offer to help get price quotes, etc. It might make sense
to order replacement filters when the units are purchased.
=  Will need to find some vendors that sell units designed to be installed outdoors.
Mr. Hofmeister found three potential vendors: Grainger, General Recreation Inc.,
and Ben Schafer Co.
Social media update and planning
o Who would like to volunteer to develop, or find existing, content for Mr. Bellinger to post
this month?
= Mr. Bellinger will take photos of interesting trees.
=  Mr. Hofmeister suggested posts about upcoming waste disposal, e-waste, etc.
days.
= Ms. Stander suggested reposting from local environmental organizations, like
Raritan Headwaters, Lower Raritan Watershed Partnership, Central Jersey Stream
Team, etc.
Latest version of tree removal ordinance
o What changes to the model ordinance would we recommend Raritan include?
= Section IV letter A seems problematic to enforce. Section IV letter B is not relevant
to Raritan.
o What types of species should the borough recommend for replanting efforts?
=  Mr. Gussman will work on a list of species to avoid to add to appendix A.
Potential funding source for Environmental Resource Inventory update
o Seek guidance from the Assistant Borough Engineer
= |sany Tier A stormwater funding available for this purpose?
= Does the existing contract with Van Clef cover this type of activity?
=  What are other possible sources of funding?
= The Assistant Borough Engineer was not present. Mr. Alvarez will send an email to
Mr. Brosnan to get some guidance.
Revision of bylaws
o Review highlighted sections and make decisions about language changes.
= The group agreed to cap the number of non-voting members at three.
= No other changes were proposed to the draft document.
o Members voted to approve the draft bylaws. Ms. Stander will provide the draft document
to Mr. Armahizer to take to Borough Council.
Community Forestry updates
o Mr. Bellinger will reach out to the Assistant Borough Administrator about applying for the
Green Communities grant (see NJUCF website). The grant provides $20,000 for a tree
inventory and writing of a Community Forestry Plan.
o Then need at least one municipal employee and one volunteer to get trained in basic



forestry practices either online or in person in October through Rutgers.
o Then the town needs to earn 8 CEUs among two employees.
o Once all that is accomplished, then the borough would be eligible for $150,000 grants.
e Status of invitation to Eugene DeStefano to attend RBEC meeting
o The group will wait to hear from Mr. Armahizer next month.

9) New Business
e Mr. Hofmeister will reach out to Mr. Russo, the principal of JFK, to see if he’s had a chance to talk

to the superintendent about applying for a future NJDEP reforestation grant. Ms. Stander
suggested reaching out to Michael Pepe, our Board of Ed rep, because he indicated his interest in

finding ways to collaborate.

10) Green Team
a) Report out from ongoing efforts and planning future activities
e Mr. Bellinger’'s Community Forestry efforts (described above) are relevant to this

agenda item.

11) Adjournment
e Ms. Metaxas made a motion to adjourn at 8:30pm. Mr. Gussman seconded the motion.



