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This Regular Meeting of the Borough of Raritan Governing Body was called to order by Mayor 
Charles McMullin in the Meeting Room of the Raritan Municipal Building, 22 First Street, Raritan, 
NJ 08869 at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 12, 2017. 
 
The Mayor announced this Regular Meeting was called pursuant to applicable portions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act. Adequate Notice was communicated to The Courier News and The Star Ledger on 
January 5, 2017, posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building, on the Borough website and 
made available in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
ROLL CALL  
Present: Mayor McMullin, Council President Carra, Councilman Bray, Councilman Carra, 

Councilman Foohey, Councilman Giraldi 
Absent:  Councilman McGinley 
Also Present: Borough Administrator Jaxel, Borough Attorney Wenner, Borough Engineer Schrek, 

Borough Clerk Colvin 
 
INVOCATION AND FLAG SALUTE 
Councilman Carra led the Invocation and Flag Salute. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Resolution No. 2017-09-137 Executive Session: 

1. Personnel 
2. Contract Negotiations 
3. Attorney Client Privilege 

 
On a motion by Councilman Giraldi, seconded by Councilman Bray, Council moved to Approve 
Resolution No. 2017-09-137. 
 
Recorded Vote 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Carried: 5-0 
 
Council convened in Executive Session at 6:03 p.m. 

On a motion by Councilman Carra, seconded by Councilman Bray, Council moved to Reconvene in 
Regular Session. 
 
Recorded Vote 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Carried: 5-0 
 
Council exited Executive Session and resumed Regular Session at 7:01 p.m. 
 
 



   September 12, 2017 
Regular Session 

2 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
Oath of Office – Promotion to Sergeant – Everett Holt 
Oath of Office – Police Patrol Officer – Joseph P. Nepomuceno Jr. 
Oath of Office – Police Patrol Officer – Christopher Gross 
 
Mayor McMullin read a brief biography of each of the officers: 
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The Mayor then called each of the three officers, along with members of their families, to the front 
of the meeting room, individually, and swore them into office. 
 
PRESENTATION 
Somerset Raritan Valley Sewerage Authority Annual Update – Edward Machala 
 
Mr. Machala provided Mayor and Council with an update of the happenings at the Sewerage 
Authority: 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor McMullin opened the first Public Comment portion of the meeting for members of the 
public wishing to speak. 
 
George Stafford, 16 Kitchell Avenue, Wharton, NJ: Present to represent the New Jersey Highlands 
Coalition and Keep it Green. Mr. Stafford asked Mayor and Council to support the following 
Resolution: 
 

 
 
 



   September 12, 2017 
Regular Session 

9 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
1. August 8, 2017 – Executive Session 
2. August 8, 2017 – Regular Session 
 
On a motion by Councilman Giraldi, seconded by Councilman Bray, Council moved to Approve the 
Executive and Regular Session Minutes of August 8, 2017. 
 
Recorded Vote 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: 
Motion Carried: 5-0 
 
WORK SESSION 
1. Engineer’s Report (SS) 

Borough Engineer Schrek delivered the following report for the month of August: 
 
Bell & Sherman Avenue Improvements 
Project is complete with the exception of speed hump installation. We are preparing a final 
punch list and will prepare final paperwork. Speed humps will be installed within the next 
two weeks. 
 
Ortho Drive Pump Station 
A preconstruction meeting is scheduled for September 12. I should be able to report the 
projected construction schedule at the meeting. 
 
2017 Road Program 
Due to scheduling conflicts with the Bell/Sherman project as well as the Richard Street 
manhole installation, the start date was planned for the beginning of September. 
Subsequential water service leaks and concerns regarding trench settlement warranted 
additional studies. All leaks are repaired. A leak investigation was performed, by NJAWC, 
with negative results. There are no geotechnical concerns associated with recent trench 
work. The project is scheduled to begin during the last week in September. 
 
Master Plan Update 
The Planning Board has formed a subcommittee to draft the Master Plan Reexamination 
which is statutorily required every 10 years. Angela Knowles, PP/AICP has been working 
closely with the committee.  
 
NJTPA/NJDOT Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
We are expecting initiation paperwork in the near future. Project implementation will be 
discussed once the design process is defined.   
 
Brooklyn Ave Flooding 
Localized flooding is evident in the vicinity of 705 Brooklyn Avenue. Although drainage is in 
place, there is not an inlet at the low point of the road. We have received two quotes to 
install a doghouse inlet. One quote from Dulaine Construction in the amount of $6,775.00 
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and a quote from Calo Contracting in the amount of $6,400.00. We recommend that a PO 
be issued to Calo Contracting in the amount of $6,400.00. 
 
Orlando Drive, Phase 3 
Somerset County is proceeding with resolution of the Green Acres diversion on Orlando 
Drive. With resolution of this long pending issue, we are finalizing plans and specification 
for Orlando Drive, Phase 3 Improvements. The project will be bid this fall. The project is 
substantially funded through a 2014 Transportation Trust Fund grant. 
 

2. Road Closures – Halloween Parade, October 28 (DJ) 
Administrator Jaxel asked Mayor and Council for a motion to approve road closures for the 
Halloween Parade scheduled for October 28. The following roadways in the Borough will be 
closed: Church, Second, Wall and Thompson streets. 
 
On a motion by Councilman Bray, seconded by Council President Carra, Council moved 
to Permit the Road Closures for the Halloween Parade on October 28. 

 
Recorded Vote 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Carried: 5-0 

 
3. November Council Meeting Schedule (DJ) 

Administrator Jaxel advised Mayor and Council that the Annual Meeting Schedule, passed in 
January, calls for two Regular Meetings in November. However, because of the election and 
the New Jersey League of Municipality’s Annual Conference the following week, and 
Thanksgiving towards the end of the month, past Governing Body’s have only had one 
meeting in November. 
A brief discussion by Mayor and Council ensued, with all parties agreeing it would be best to 
cancel the Regular Meetings scheduled for November 14 and 28 and instead meet once in 
November on Tuesday, November 21. 

  
On a motion by Councilman Giraldi, seconded by Councilman Foohey, Council moved 
to Cancel the Regular Meetings of November 14 and 28, 2017 and instead hold a meeting on 
Tuesday, November 21, 2017. 

 
Recorded Vote 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Carried: 5-0 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Resolution No. 2017-09-138   Requesting Chapter 159 Approval – Click It or Ticket 
Resolution No. 2017-09-139   Appointing Tax Assessor 
Resolution No. 2017-09-140   Appointing Tax Collector 
Resolution No. 2017-09-141   Disposing of Surplus Equipment 
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Resolution No. 2017-09-142 Requesting Chapter 159 Approval – Pedestrian 
Improvements 

Resolution No. 2017-09-143 Hiring Probationary Patrol Officer – Joseph P. 
Nepomuceno Jr. 

Resolution No. 2017-09-144 Hiring Probationary Patrol Officer – Christopher 
Gross 

Resolution No. 2017-09-145   Professional Services Appointment – Architectural 
Resolution No. 2017-09-146   Hiring Department of Public Works Employee 
Resolution No. 2017-09-147 Releasing Performance Bond – Raritan Valley 

Professional Center, LLC. 
Resolution No. 2017-09-148   Refunding Tax Overpayment 
 
On motion by Councilman Giraldi, seconded by Councilman Carra, Council moved to Approve the 
Consent Agenda. 

Recorded Vote: 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Passed: 5-0 
 
BILL LIST 
Resolution No. 2017-09-149   Approving Bill List 
 
On motion by Councilman Giraldi, seconded by Councilman Carra, Council moved to Approve the 
Bill List. 

Recorded Vote: 
Yea: Bray, D. Carra, N. Carra, Foohey, Giraldi 
Nay: x 
Abstain: x 
Motion Passed: 5-0 
 
PURCHASE ORDER REQUESTS 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 
Councilman Giraldi – Basilone Committee meets this week. Police activity report is on file. The 
Police Department would like a camera system in town, as an extra set of eyes. 
 
Councilman Bray – Read the statistics from the Board of Health and Municipal Court for the month 
of August. The Police Department had a successful fundraiser for the victims of Hurricane Harvey. 
The Board of Health meets tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
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Council President Carra – The Borough received a $1 million grant for pedestrian improvements. 
The improvements are aimed to link the Raritan Train Station with the Nevius Bridge and onto the 
northern gateway of Duke Farms. The Council President thanked the Somerset County Freeholders, 
as well as State officials, such as Senator Doherty, and others who assisted in Raritan being awarded 
the grant. The work is being scheduled to begin in 2019. 
Engineer Schrek added that this grant is a culmination of years of planning and efforts. This was a 
highly competitive grant and will greatly help to improve Raritan. 
Council President Carra said the Events Committee had a Flea Market recently and was a success for 
the first time such an event was held. 
Earlier today, the new Veterans Park was opened in Raritan, next to the John Basilone Monument. 
Council President Carra said state, county and local officials were present, as well as a host of 
community members, to open the park. 
 
Councilman Carra– The Regional Center Partnership will meet this Thursday. 
 
Councilman Foohey – The Councilman said the new Veterans Park far exceeded his expectations 
and encouraged all residents to visit. 
Mayor McMullin said the park is a sight to see at night as well, when the lights are on. 
Also, a Daisy Troop would like to use the basement one night each month. Council agreed. 
 
Mayor McMullin – Congratulated Raritan restaurant, Acapulco, on Thompson Street, for being 
named one of the best Mexican restaurants in New Jersey Magazine. Also, Veterans Park turned out 
great, and thanks to the County for making it a reality. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor McMullin opened the second Public Comment portion of the meeting for members of the 
public wishing to speak. 
 
Seeing and hearing no one, the Mayor closed this Public Comment portion. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councilman Bray, seconded by Council President Carra, Council moved to Adjourn 
the Regular Meeting. 
 
Recorded Vote 
All in Favor 
 
Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
      
Eric M. Colvin, RMC, CMR 
Borough Clerk 
 
Approved: _______________ 


